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THE 


COUNCIL 


For Traps. 


The humble Petition of manic thouſands of 
| poor Women, Spinners of Gold and Sil- 


ver-Thread. in and about the Citie- of © 
L 0 N DON, 


Sheweth, 


==—— \ al] humilitie their Thankfulneſs to 
2 this honorable Council for their great 
K-74 patience and care to have our juſt grie- 
Df vances truly ſtated to you, for which 
favor wee ſhall ever bee bound to praie 
7 If for your Honors; And that your Ho- 
=>] nors may receive our Replie to the Pe- 
* tition and Anſwer of the Wheel-men 
preſented and read before us at your honorable Council the 
15 of Novemb. 1650. in anſwer to our Petition made a- 
palnſt the Wheels, and their ſpinning Silver and Gold- 

Thread by them preſented and read before this Councel, the 
fixt of this inſtant Novemb. The Petition and Anſwer 
of the Wheel-men to our Petition follow in theſe words, 


VIZ 
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To the Honcrable the Conncil for Traat : 


1, The humble Petition and Anſwer of the Twi- 
ſters or Whippers of Gold and Silver , Frec- 
men of the Citic of Lonvovnw, 


Humbly (hew.th, 


2." T'Hat in Anſwer to the Complaint of the Women 
Spinners of Gold and Silver againſt your Petitio- 

ners , and in obedlencc to your Order of the iixth 0: Ne- 
vember Initant, your Petitioners humbly preſent unto this 
Honorable Council. That the Art of ſpinning Gold and 


Silver, with a Wheel was never broughtin by anie For- 


rexzner ; but hath been uſed by Freemen of London , be- 
yond the memorie of man, and your Petitioners and Pre- 
deceflors ſerved Apprentiſhips to the ſame Trade onely. 

3. That the work of the Wheel is but little quicker, 
or ſooner diſpatcht't then by the band ( accounting perſon 


for perſon ) for to the wofktng or one Wheel five or ſix 
poor ſmall tatherle[s "md Part Children are *emploied,” 


—_—_— 


wiro are able to do nothing ell, and muſt otherwiſe beg © 


or ſtarve, whilſt cverie perſon of the hand-Spinners can 
work ungly anda great number of themare Maid: (that 


may bee otherwiſe emploied ) Who take upon them to 


Work, but never ſerved ante Apprentithips to it, and divers 


of them uſe the ſame waite of Spinning by the Wheel, as 
your Petitioners do. 

4: That the work made by the Wheel is nothing wort, 
bur rather better then the other,and 1s more tirm,Glouflte, and 
ſerviceable, asmay bee madeappear by the Workmaſters,and 
Weavers,who make the ſame into Lace,and is no more waſt- 
ed in the Materials, nor conſumed, nor loſs of Bullion, then 
what 1s made by hand , beeing both ſpun alike upon'Silk, 
and of like quantitie, and therefore no detriment, but rather 
advantageto the Common-wealth ; for the moſt ſorts of 
Commodities of the Women's works becing in Bone- 

- _ Lace, 
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L ace, which jis now very little worn , is not, nor never 
was mad: by Wheels, and the deadneſs of Tradein general, 
and their imployment ot late hath onely cauſed this their 
Complaint. | 

5. Now tor aſmuch ag your Petitioners have ſeryed Ap- 
prentiihips to the faia Art of Spinning , or whipping 
with the Wheel, and have nv other means, or waies of 
livelihood, tor them , their wives, and Children , and if 
they ſhoud dee deprived of that, it would prove the utter 
Ruine of manie great Families, in, and about the Citie of 
Zondonybeltdes poor diſtreſſed Children that are friendleſs. 


Your Petitioners. therefore ( not deſiring in the 
leaſt to oppreſs, or wrong the Women-Spin- 
ners, or anie others, as Is unjuſtly alleged ) 
mott humbly praie this Honorable Coun- 
cil to take into conſideration , the necefli- 
tie of your Petitioner's Calling , as upon Exa- 
mination may bee made appear , and to grant 
that your Petitioners may treely enjoie the Pri- 
vilege of their Profeſſions, as their Predeceſſors 
have don before them, without anie prohibition 


to the contrarie. 
And your Petitioners ſhall praie, 


Signed, 
Hugh Bail. Ben: Hatton. Richard Lillie. 
* Robert Philips. Walter Hadow. James Suicor. 
Foſeph Ward. Henry Willing, Jeremiah Gray. 
Edward Deavnier. Henrie Lee, 
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O which Petition, in obedience to your?:Honor's Qrder 


of the 15th of November 1650. wee have made this 
replie ; Firſt , wee are by your Honors appointed to give 
our Anſwer, not with thenumber of above {1x perſons, in 
A 2 the 
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the behalf ofus all, (which wee humbly conceiv your Ho- 
nors did order out of your Charitie , ſeeing the Multitude 
that did attend you, that ſo manie thouſand people, as de- 
pend on Spinning Gold and Silver-threed by the Spindle, 
and Chair might not loſe their time and imploiment ; but 
entruſt the Management of our Petition inthe behalt of us 
all, unto a ccrtain number of us, and theretvre wee have 
appointed {om ancient Spinners, and added to them a com- 
petent number of others of our Proteiſion, to take the care 
of our buſineſs , and moſt humblie to ſollicite your Ho- 
nors in our behalf, with this Caveat to them, and ovr mo;t 
bumble and proſtrate deſires to your Honorable and pious 
Confiderations, to coniider God hath molt eſpecially 
in his regard, the poor Widdow and the Fatherle(s , and 
the afflifted and poor indigent people, and though in hum- 
ble obedience to your Honor's Order, wee will not appcar 
at the daje appointed, beeing the 29th of November in{iant, 
in number above ſix perſons, yet wee moſt humbly intreat 
you, to look upon thoſe fix, as reprefenting the liveli- 
hood of above ſixteen thouſand perſons , who have their 
onely ſubſiſtance by. ſpinning of Gold and Stlver-T hread, 
and all of them muſt periſh and ſtarv, if that the Wheels 
for Spinning of Gold and Silver-Thread bee not ſuppreſled, 
and put down, they having been formerly upon our Com- 
plaint, tothe late King's Commillioners for regulating of 
our Trade been put down, and ſuppreſſed both by the 
Lords of the Late King's Council, and by ſeveral Orders 
and Warrants of the late King's Commilſtoners ſeized, and 
taken away, and their Wheels and Engins broken, aud for 
our Anſwer to the title of the Wheel-mens Peticion, and 
ſo to the bodie of the Petition, as they are mariced, wee fate 


to the ficht.. | 


1. That whereas they faie inthe Title of their Peti- 


tion , that they are Twiſters and Whippers of Gold and. 
Silver, and Freemen of the Citie of London 3 Wee faie and 
can prove manie of them are French-men, and Forretgners, 
and the Wheels wee ſpeak of brought in by a French-man, 


about twentie years ago, and that all the Wheel-men We 
I 


C93 

Loft other Trades; for thereis a great deal of diffeaence be- 
"tween Whipping of Silk , which is for the uſe. of 
Embroaderie, and Hatband-makers , and Button- makers, 
which Trades wee medidle not with , nor laie no charge 
againſt the Wheel-men that make that work, and were ma- 
nie of us men as wee are women , wee wonld £0 out and 
tight for our Countric,and ſcorn ever to ſeek (ſuch an effe- 
minate emploiment, and to bee Inſtrumental in the ſtarving 
{0 manie thouſands of poor women, and Fatherleſs Chil- 
dren , for the enriching of a few people, who for the moit 
part keep theſe poor effeminate men, Wheel-Spinners ſhort 
enough, and they arebut made Apes to rolt other men's 
Cheſnuts , and held as etleminate poor ſpirited men , 
among all juit, wiſe, and valiant men ; And this is our An- 

{werto the I itleof the Wheel-men's Petition: 

2. In Anſwer to the ſecond "Part of theſe Wheel- 
men's Petitlon , wee are conident that the Art of Spin- 
ning of Gold and Silver-Thread upon Wheels , - was 
brought into this Nation, as afore wee have ſaid, and all 
honeſt Wier- drawers, v11K- men and Retiners know. ad can 
jafſtifite it, that it was never known in Expland before. 
And our Anſwer to the Imbroijders is, Wee +a not dclire to 
hinder them in the leaſt,in the Profefiion of their Taade;but 
daily praie to God for them, equally with our felvs, that 
God would bleſs their's and onr Indevors in our Cal- 
lings , to make us 1n our poor wate, profitable Initrunients 
to the Common-wealth , and no waie burdenfom , or 
chargeable to-our Pariſhes, where wee live, beeing in num- 
berin manie ſevera] out-Pariſhes above five hundred poor 
Spinners , which will tor the greatelt part bee put upon 
the charge of the Pariſhes where wee were born, or beg, 
or ſtary in the freets, it theſe Wheel-Spinners bee not ſup- 

prefled ; and whereas moſt untruly the Wheel.Spinners 
_ that they and their as) The bave ſerved Ap- 
prentiſhips to pH ſaid Trade of Wheel-Spinning, of 
Gold, and Silver-Thread , wee faie, and can prove, there 
is none of them but are of other I rades, and were never 
bound Apprentices , onely to the Art of Wheel-Spin- 
niag , but to other Arts as aforeſaid, 3- To 
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2. To the thicd part of their Peticion , wee give this 
"anſwer, That there are not above thirty Wheels tor ſpin- 
ning of Gold and Silver Threed in and about London, and 
the greatelt part of theſe Wheels ſer up within leis then two 
y:ars, and all of them crept up fince the ManufaQture was 
under no regulation, and now that every man make's his 
work 3s hee liſt's; dy which means the ManafaCture is grown 
out of requeſt, through the baſe and iJighc making ot it b 
theſe Wheels, as appear's by the Certificates annexed. Now 
whereas theſe men would amuſe your Honors with the 
numbers of poor ſmall fatherleſs children which they 
emploie in this Wheel-ſpinning, wee do humbly delire your 
Honors that wre may tell you the number of theſe poor 
children they keep, and their waie of providing for them. 
C Four boies, at the moſt, work at two pair of Wheels, which 
after this number they imploie about one hundred poor 
boies ( which may bee all employed in more profitable 
wales) and that is neither conſtantly, but as their work 
com's in, and when they do work, theſe poor boies they 
have but three pence a daie the beſt of them, and finde 
themſelvs clothes,and meat,and drink, and lodging. Others 
of the interior ſort, ſom finde themſelvs diet and clothes 
and have but twelve pence a week when they work, and it 
they work halt a daie, they have a pennie and finde them- 
ſelvs, and the belt of them but three half pence for half a 
date, and finde themfelvs ; ſo that manie of theſe poor 
wretches look like famine, and are, poor creatures, below 
common beggers, and Lazerillo de Tormes his ſervice was a 
1_-nightle preterment to theſe poor creatures. 
Wee further anſwer to their third Propoſition , Their 
Engines may bee tolerated in a Countrie where there is 
more work, then hands can give a diſpatch to, but where 
lach great numbers of poor as wee are,they mult bee imploy- 
ed or ſtarv. Wee imploy fiftie fatherleſs anddiltreſſed chil- 
L_Sren for the Wheel-men's one childe that they imploy ; wee 
could have fortiethouſand hands to juſtifie this to bee true, 
and wee do not breed our apprentices as they do their 


 Wheel-boies, to keep them upon ſuch oppreſlive wages,and 
chat onely while they have work. Nay 
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May it pleal your Ronors, we binde our fervants ap- 
prentices for teven years, and ſome for 6, 10, 11, 12 years, 
and take them ciear from the Pariin at 8 years of age, 
manie of them, and give them meat and drink, and cloaths, 
and breed them in that orderly waie that manie of then) 
have com to good preterm-nt , and been profitable inem- 
bers of this Common-wealthz; Now tor thele eticminate 
Wheel-men to ſetup a Engine that a man and a boie {hajl 
do the work of ten women, though by the Certificates here 
annexed of ſeveral Trades in this ManutaCture, the work 
1s bale and (light. 

And we humbly preſent to your Honors, King James 
and the Parliament in his time cauſed this Manufatture of 
Goldand Silver-Threed to bee inade here onely in conlide- 
ration of the multitude of poor Spinners, fuch as wee are, 
chat had all a livelihood thereby. 

Wee moſt humbly upon our knees late our ſad Condicion 
and Cauf at your Honor's feet, b:teeching God fo to: di- 
re&X your hearts, that as you are trutted by the Supreme 
Autoritie of the Nation to be Commitlhoners to regulate 
Trade; fo you would bee inſtead of tender and compaſlio- 
nate Fathers to us,and Husbands to ranie thouſands of wi- 
dows, and fatherle{s children, and other allirefſed people ; * 
which it you put not down the Wheels , we muſt moſt of _ 
us periſh for want of bread. 

Oh ler it never be ſaid, the poor 11 your time of Power 
and Truſt, that are willing to work in their Callings they 
have ever been brought up in, ſhall bee cauſed to tamiſh to 
enrich a few of theſe Wheel-Spinners Work-maſters. And 
vice moſt humbly deſire that honorable Gentleman Maſter 
Aſp, one of the Commiſſioners , who hath and doth ſet ſo 
manie thouſand poor people on work in the Welt by ſpin- 
ning and working of Cloth, to declare, that if he could 
finge an Engine that could ſpin with 500 men, that which 
is the labor of 50c0, whether he would ſuffer four thou- 
ſand and five hundred of his poor work-men to periſh for 
his own private profit, or el be a means to ſuppreſs ſuch | 
an Engine ? Wee moſt humbly applie our ſelvs to this fo n 

norabie £2 
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norable and Worthie Gentleman, becauſ wee hear hee ſet's 
the moſt poor on work of any Gentleman in England 3 
God increal the number of ſuch worthle nzen, and con- 
vert all thoſe that grinde and opprets the face of the poor, 
and ſtop thr cars at the cries and groat's of hundreds that 
periſh by theſe Wheels; which as they do the work with 
more expedition, ſo is it {lighter and adulterated, as appear's 
by the Certificates annexed. 

And whereas the Wheel-men complain that manie maids 

that may bee other waies imployed , and not bound ap- 
prentices to ſpinning Gold and Silver- I hreed, by the Chair 
and Spindle have been taught that work , and might bee 
more profitably imployed to the ſervice of the Common=- 
wealth; traly the greateſt part of us are of that opinion, 
but our Trade being under no Government, everie one doth 
what hee liſt ; and it the Reftiners and Wier-drawers would 
bee humble ſutors to your Honors for the Regulation of the 
Trade, and were Autoriſed by your Honors, theſe abufes 
would quickly bee re&ified, and wee would contribute our 
beſt aſſiſtance to procure a rule for all women-ſpinners to 
walk-by , both for being admitted to work, or taking of 
apprentices : and whereas the Wheel-men ſaije, that ſome 
Spinners of Gold and Silver-Threed by the hand, do work 
and keep Wheels, wee could wiſh they might it any bee 
that do ſuch unworthie aCts , bee for ever diſmiſſed the 
Trade, as unworthie 7«das, that for their own private gain 
will bee inſtrumental in ſtarving ſo manie thouſand poor 
people, for the ſin is greater in one of us, then in any 0- 
thers, for wee know the miferie and famiſhments that 
will com upon us if wee procure not from your Honors a 
Prohibition of theſe Wheels, and ſome of our condition 
have been already ſtarved to death by reaſon of theſe 
Wheels, and others have com to other untimely ends by rea- 
fon of their extreme wants. 

Wee moſt humbly preſent to your Honors for your pre- 
izdent., a Declaration of the Lords in Star-Chamber upon 
the Certificate of the Lord Major and Aldermen of the Ci- 
tic of London, 20 Fanuarie 1623, for the ſuppreflion of an 


Engine 
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Engine for the making of Needles, which did deprive ma» 
nie poor pcople of their means and livelihood,who former- 
I; could get their livings by the Art of Needle-making,and 
that thoſe that work with the ſaid Engine do imploy much 
bad uff, to the detrauding of all (uch as do buy the Nee- 
dles made therewith : And theſe \W heels make the Gold and 
Silver Threed fo bad and ilight covered , that all men that 
wear it finde the fraud, and the Common-wealth the loſs 
in the waſt of the Bullion and T reafure by putting a thin 
plate on a great bodie of f11k. : 

May it pleaſe your Honors, it will never bee well don 
as wee humbly conceiv, till it bee regulated by a Corporati- 
on and a {worn Aſlaie maſter, and Survyaier to examine 
and trie by Afaie all the Manufafture 3 And the Corpo- 
ration to conſiſt and bee made of all the Refiners of Gold 
and Silver, and Gold Wier-drawers of the Citie of London, 
and they to have power to make ſuch by Laws as is grant- 
ed to other Companies in'the like kinde, as ſhall bee agree- 
able to the Laws of this Nation. 

There was alfo an unlawiul Engine ſupprefſed, which / 
was for the making of Tape, and in the late Kings time _ 
there was a Tool made for the ſlitting of Wood for Scab- 4 
berds of Swords, which Tool with one man and a boy will 
cut as much as ten men ; and there is now a Tool at Saint 
Katherins, that by a Mill one man can make more Buckles 
for Spurs, Belts and Girdles, then 4o men can work with 
their hands, and the partie that owes the Engine will not 
work with it, becauſhee will not take away the livelihood 
of the poor 3 wee are humble ſutorsto your Honors, that 
Sir Fobn JYollaftone may bee defired by your Honors to 
cauſ the Records of the Citie of London to bee ſearched, 
and what prefidents they have for ſuppreſſing the Engines 

and Tools that take away the labor of the poor, and certitie 
them to your Honors, 
© 4. The Bone-lace-we xvers and Silk-men, and manie other 
that trade in this work , do juſtifie the contrarie to the 
fourth allegation of the Wheel-ſpinners, as by the Certifi- 


Cate annexed, that the Silver Threed is baſe and lightly _ 
A Ede Re | covered, 
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covered, which is made with the Wheels, to the great dam- 
mage of the Wearers ; And wheres all Gold and Silver 
Threed ought to. hold above five ounces of Silver to three 
ounces of Silk; Now the Wheels cover the Silk (o {]:ghr- 
ly, that much Silver Threed is made by the Whcel-men, 
that but three ounces of Silver, and manie times Icfs cover's 
hve ounces of Silk. And whereas they fale in their Fourth 
Allegation,they never ſpin bur ſupertine on the Vs cels, wee 
know & can prove, that they ſpin all forts of Gold & Sllver 
Threed, which wee make by the hand and ſpindle, and by 
their {light and baſe work have brought the Manu'iacture 
into diſuſe , whereas if all people were reduced to tlie due 
and orderly working, then would our Trade flourith; wee 
could it wee made all our work according to a certain {:an- 
dard,get a good ManutaQture hereby, workman{hip & Iavor 
between the Wier-drawer, Silver-ſpinner, & Bone-lace-ma- 
ker, & manie other Trades that have a dependance thereon. 

To the 5. and 6. wee anſwer as in the Third; The 
Wheel-ſpinners have no apprentices bound to that Trade 
which is ſpinning of Gold and Silver Threed by the 
Wheels, they are all of other Trades; The Wheel-ſpin- 
ners are people that mix and blend five or fix Callings to- 
gether, and by this means cheat the Common-wealth , and 
make adulterated. wares: to defraud the Common-wealth 
with ; if there were a. Corporation of Gold. Wier-draw- 
ers, the Retiners and Wier-drawers to have both equal in- 
tereſt in everiebranch of the Trade, they would quickly 
luppreſs and hinder the frauds which are daily praftiſed by 
theſe Whecl-men, and they beeing the onelie people thar 


work all the baſe and ſlizht ſtuff, to the great abuſeand fraud. 


of the Wearer, and ſcandal of the ManufaCture; and there- 
fore wee are moſt humble ſuitors, that. theſe Wheels may. 


bee. ſuppreſſed ,. and the Trade. of refining of Gold and 


Silver Wier-drawers, and Hand-ſpinners with the ſpindle, 
{ and everie member put into ſuch a Regulation, that for 

the future it ſhal not be in the power of any perſon working 
& ſelling this ManufaCture to deceiv the Common-wealth, 


& to ſhew the great willingneſs wee that are Gold & -/ 5 
pile 
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ſpinners have,that the Trade may bee reCtified; Wee are mot 
humble ſuitors to your Honors that thefe our humblePropo- 
iitions may bee taken into your Honorable conſiderations. 
1. Ihatyour Honors will grant a Corporation to the 
Reliners of Gold & Silver, and Wier-drawers, giving them 
cquz] power to regulate the Trade, and everie branch and 
member thereof that live upon the making of Gold and 
and Silver I hreed or Wier, and in purſnance thereof that 
wee the Women-ſpinners may bee regulated, that ſuch 
perlons that ſhall not ſerv for, the Trade, for the leaſt ſeven 
years for the future, thall not be admitted to work in that 
Manata@ure : And it any Spinner of Silver ſhall for monie 
teach aniec perſon that 1s not their apprentice, and bound 
and entred into the Nall of Gold Wier-drawers, that ſuch 
Spinners of Gold and Silver Threed, ſhall for the firſt of- 
tence be diſmiſſed the Trade for three years, for the ſecond 
offence for ever, andnot to bee re-admitted again for anie 
monie. The like rules wee humbly defire for the work- 
man and work-maſter of the Wier-drawers, that none ſhall 
bee admitted to the I'rade of Gold and Silver Wier-draw- 
ing, but ſuch as have ſerved apprentithips at the ſaid Trade 
ſeven years, and bound, and their names entred at Gold 
Wier-drawer's Hall. | 
2. That the names and dwelling-places of all men and 
women admitted to make Gold and Silver Threed and Wi- 
er, bee centred into the Regiſter of the Hall of Gold and 
Silver Wier-drawers ; and that upon the change or remove 
of any of the aforeſaid perſons from their houſes or lodg- 
ings, all the time of their working of any the ManufaCtures 
aforeſaid, they ſhall give in a true Ticket to the Surveyor 
and Atfay-malter of this Manufa&ure of Gold and Silver 
Threed, of their abiding place, and the time when they re- 
moved their lodgings, the daie, and moneth, and year; 'and 
for their entring this, ſhall not paie any fees at all to the 
Surveyors Clerk : and if any perſon or perſons admitted 
to the Corporation ſhall remove their lodging, and ſhall 
not com or ſend to Gold Wier-drawer's Hall, or unto the 
Surveyor and Aflay-maſter, a true Ticket of their aboad, 
32 within 
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within one week after their remove, that for every ſach 
offence the partic negleCting (hall forieit. five (killings , one 
moitie to any perſon taat ſhall diſcover it to the Maſter and 


Wardens of the Companie, the other moitle to the Afﬀay. 
maſter and Surveyors Clerk. And it any perſon admitted 
ro work as atoreiaid, (hall ſhift his or her lodging, or work 
cither Gold or Silver Wier, or ſpin Gold or Silver Threcd 


in corners for the ſpace of one moneth, and not gtve an ac- 
compt of their abode, then every ſuch offendor ſhall bee 
diſmiſſed the Trade for the ſpace of one whole year; and 


if they bee People of Eitates, the Maſter, Warden, and Atf- 
ſiſtants of Gold Wier-drawers, to have libertie to ſet any 
fine on them, beſides their diſmiſſing of their Trades, ac- 
cording to their diſcretion, not exceeding the ſumm of five 


pounds : and the Surveyor and Afjay-malter to {ee by his 
Officers the perſons ſo diſmiſſed to obey the Order of the 


Corporation of Gold Wier-drawers, and from time to 
time make the ſaid Wardens and: Afſiftants of the Com- 
panie acquainted what they have don. 

By this means the Corporation and Surveyor of Gold 
and Silver Threed and Wier, will have ſuch an accompr of 
all the Members of this Trade, that keeping diligent 
{carch, and knowing where all the Traders live, the Mz- 
nufaQures will bee brought to bee made all of good Silver. 
ſubſtantial, and for the good of the wearer ; and the Sur- 
veyor will bee able to ſecure to the Common-wealth, 


That there ſhall bee no baſe and courſ Gold and Silver 


Wier made in his Office but pertc& good, and none un- 
cer Sterling. And if any perſon can or ſhall prove that 
any Gold or Silver Wier for theſe ManufaCtures eforcſaid 
is courſer then Sterling, and that the ſame paſſed thorow 
the Aſſay-maſters hands, and was fold for good, the Aﬀay- 
maſter and Surveyor to pay the full damages to the partie 


{_grieved ; by which means- the Common-wealth will bee 


warranted that no bad filver ſhall bee made. And if this 
rule bee not taken, or ſom order to the like «fe, it will 
bee impoſſile to regulate this Trade, and to {uppreſs the 
abuſes In the making Gold and Silver Wier and Threed, 

both 
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( 13) 
both by courlſ Silver, & baſe and (lizht ſtuff. If there bee not 
a Corporation of Gold Wier-drawers, & the Trade & num- 
bers ſettled, and their certain abiding places knosn, and 
that none may bee admitted for the future to work in the 
Frade but ſuch as {hall ſerve teven years Apprentiſtip. 

Wee humbly delire your Honors , That Mafter Tho. / 1- 
let who was formerly imployed in the Regulation of this 
Manutaﬀare, and knoweth the watle of diticovering all the 
trauds in this ManufaCture , may have the place of ſurvey- 
ing and ſearching for all courl and adulterating Silver in 
Threed or Wier, and from time to time to give the Maſter 
and Wardens, and Afliitants of the Corporation aforeſaid, 
an accompt of all ſuch members, of the Corporation thar 
ſhall work cour{ Silver, to the ſcandal of the Manufatare 
and deceipt of the Nation, and that the Corporation a- 
foreſaid may have power to levie ſuch ſums of monie on 
the workers of the Manufacture, as ſhall defraie the neceſſa- 
rie charges for carrying on the due Regulation of the Ma- 
nufafture , to avoid all deceipts for the future in everie 
branch of the Trade, which will bee verie much for the 
ſervice of the Common-wealth , and for their paying all 
officers imployed for bringing the Trade into a Regula- 
tion. XR 

And from time to time the Corporation aforeſaid to have 
power to chuſe their own Officers upon the death of any 
of them, | 

Beſides, the great number of us your humble Peticioners 
aforeſaid, there is manie thouſands poor Bone-lace-makers 
that will attend this Honorable Committee to juſtife that 
the ManufaQure of Gold and Silver Threed is made far 
more ſerviceable by the Hand-ſpinners , then the Wheeis; 
manie of thcir hans3 are to tne Certificate annexed , all 
which wee moſt humbly upon our knees late at your Ho- 
/ nors feet, and beſfeech you for Chrift, his fake to take the 
4 ſame into your mercitul couſideration , and to give ear to 
1 the cries, tears and groans of ſo manie thouſand poor Wi- 


dows, Orphans, and diftretſed people, that 'onely deſire 
to: 
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(14) Wis 
| to work for bread ; and that thcir livelihoods may not bee 
taken away by Wheels that ſpin Gold and Silver Threed 


2 
to the forcing of thouſands to beg their bread; and as in 
dutie buund wee ſhall ks | 


2 "_ 


FIXED 


} EE whoſe Names are here underwritten, 
beeing Silkmen, Weavers, and other T ra- 
ders in Gold and filver T hreed, do certifie to this Ho- 
norable Council for Trade, and to all People whom it 
may concern, 'That the waie of ſfinning of Gold and 
Silver Threed þ 2y the Women Spinners with the 
Chair and Spmdle, us far more ſerviceable, and better 
made by the women then by the Wheels, for the benefit 
and ſervice of the Common-wealth : and the W heels 
and Engines for ſpinning Gold and Silver T breed have 
greatly damnified the Women-ſpinners, whereby many 
bundreds of poor Spmfters, fer want of imployment, 
have, and will daily fall mto great miſerie and pover- 


tie, if ther e bee not ſom good order taken for the ſup- 
preſeing of the Wheels, 
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Me) 


$; 6%) So uh oY. v2 


EOS AX 3255 Ga £289 


BY GEGES 


This Certificate is ſigned by the hands of many 

. hundred Silkmen , Weavers, Goldſmiths, 

il Imbroiderers, and Bone-lace-makers and 
4j humbly preſented tothe Council of Trade, 

RE  29Novenb. 1650, 
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